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REFLECTIONS:   From the Pastor   
 

Worship   Prayer   Giving 

 

Worship.  Prayer.  Giving.  These three parts of our Christian life 

sustain us through the Lenten journey and move us toward the 

resurrection hope of Easter.  Each can be an individual practice, 

but is also part of our life in Christian community.   

 

Every week we gather to worship God.  During Lent, we add 

Wednesday noon and 6:45 pm opportunities to the patterns of 

Sunday 8:30 and 11:00 am we live with during the rest of the 

year.  In 2007, Dr. Jane Rogers Vann visited St. Luke's as part of 

her research into worship experiences in mainline Christian      

congregations.  Her recently published book, WorshipMatters, 

features ten congregations and notes the ways that St. Luke's 

brings together a team of pastors, musicians, lay leaders and    

congregation members who give voice to worship each week.  An 

autographed copy is available in our church library.  Rather than 

read about worship, continue to make regular, active participation 

in worship part of your life and breath as child of God.  Enter the 

worship of Holy Week with Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday with reverence and 

awe for the mystery of faith we proclaim together: Christ has 

died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

Every day at tables, at bedsides, in cars, in offices, in times of 

gratitude and times of despair, our prayers are offered to God and 

heard before we can even give voice to the words of our hearts.  

Our prayers in community during worship and our prayers taken 

home on a list of those who have requested the prayers of the 

congregation keep us continually aware of the connection we 

have to God and to one another through the gift of prayer.  During 

Lent, Wednesday evenings from 5:45-6:45 a quiet space of    

beauty will be set in the church library as a place for prayer.  

Make this time and place an invitation not only to pray here at 

church but also to create an intentional time and place for prayer 

in your own home.  Speak to God.  Listen for God.  In prayer, 

hear God's loving presence for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every moment, the interplay of giving and receiving is woven 

into our being.  Give a breath of carbon dioxide to the plants,  

receive a breath of oxygen from them.  Give a smile on a crowded 

train platform, receive a look that says thanks for noticing me.  

Give even a cup of water to the least of these who are thirsty, 

receive the blessings of our gracious God (Matthew 25:31-46).  

Think of a time when you experienced giving as an act of love 

either as a giver or a receiver.  What was that experience like?  

Can you tell about that experience?  What would it mean to share 

those experiences of giving with others who have also found great 

joy and love in giving?  Giving to God, by Mark Allen Powell is 

another book I commend to your reading.  On April 3, 10 and 17, 

between the worship services, members of St. Luke's stewardship 

team will lead a discussion of this book.  Copies are available in 

the church library or you can purchase your own online or from a 

bookstore.  Giving to God, invites us to reflect on giving as part 

of our Christian life. 

 

Worship.  Prayer. Giving.  Let these practices of Christian life 

sustain us as individuals and as part of the Christian community 

that is St. Luke's as we journey through Lent toward Easter. 

 

In Peace, 

Pastor Kristi Weber 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Larisa Greve, Brigitte Kabat, Daniel Kwasigroch, Michael Kwasigroch, Nancy Muhl 

2 Astrid Lindahl, Dick Messersmith 

4 Sue Edison-Swift, Danielle Dalton 

5 Katherine Greenslade, James Pearson 

6 Robyn Greenslade, Kathy Zajac, Grant Miller   

7 James Jaffe, Michael Porto, David Swartling 

8 Joanna Anderson, Holly Heiser, Dorothy Honey, Mary Rhoton, April Simpson, Tim Spiegel, Faith Fretheim 

9 Sarah Post, Nancy Bergman 

10 Arlene Cobble, Jill Niese        

11 Marilyn Brooks, Helen Fess, Marco Fidanza, Cheryl Klimah, BethAnn Lynch, Laurel Hensel 

12 Eleanor Huske 

13 Kevin Christell, Keith Lodding, Patrick Lodding, Virginia Polcyn, Michelle Rhoton, Karen Ross, Michael Ross, Eric Richter  

14 James Henderson, Gorel Nelson, Cynthia Nommensen, Karl Pearson, Stefan Trenkenschu, Julie Walczak, Paul Stone,  

     Carol Becker 

15 Tyler Nashan 

16 John Klimah, Monica Stack, Robert O’Toole 

17 Gail Konczyk, Melissa Falcinelli, Lauren DeChambre, Marguax DeChambre 

18 Megan Boyce, Kelly McCurry, David Nelson, Ryan Smith 

19 Meghan Farrell, Kate Griebler, Russell Gustafson, Edith Lehning, Elizabeth Mahoney, Barbara Reynolds 

20 Helen Borows, Jason Perry, Chris Prinz, Samantha Rice, Howard Sersen, Thomas McCosky, Addison Harris, Carsen Quitno 

21 Katherine Larson, Carol Tice, Stephen Larson, Alexander Spiegel, Victoria Zawadzki, Matthew Nashan 

22 Nicolas Torre, Paul Organ, Mary Keller 

23 Mac Minnick, Ruth Olson, Robert Storc, Roger Higgins 

24 Christopher Erskine, Daniel Sargeant 

25 Rebecca Larson, Reese Pareti, Niamh Duffy, Michael Watson 

26 Wendy Fidanza, Eric Gowlovech, Janine Freedlund 

27 Hannah Kabat, Charles Melidosian, Kristina Miller, Kasey Anderson 

28 Mark Corsello, Frederick Wilson, Alexandra Fenili 

29 Katie Franz, Catherine Cassarella 

30 Wendy Barnes, Dave Griebler, Jenny Mleko, DeeDee Kohlndorfer, Melanie Week, Courtney Nashan 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO…. 
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7 Wayne and Angie Krause 

9     Ken and Arlene Patterson 

13   Matt and Anne Thompson   

15   Art and Nancy Johnson  

17 Robert and Alice Spike  

18 Kyle and Lindsey O’Brien   

20   Bob and Janet Skoglund           

22   John and Claranne English          

23 Mike Calahan and Jo Ellen Krantz Calahan;  

       John and Heather O’Reilly 

24   Peter and Elizabeth Garcea 

25 Erik and Kristina Weber 

27   Gred and Jean Nastali 

28   Bob and Katie Franz         

Office Hours:  Monday -  Friday  
9:00 am – 5:00 pm   

847-825-6659 
ST. LUKE’S STAFF  

 

Rev. Kristina C. Weber, Associate Pastor - ext. 12 
Rev. Dr. Malcolm L. Minnick, Pastor Emeritus  

Anne Krentz Organ, Director of Music Ministries - ext. 14  
Melinda Hoiland, Director of Children’s Choirs - ext. 15  
Jeannine Oakes, Director of CYF Ministries -  ext. 16 

Jeanne Rice, Parish Coordinator - ext. 10 
Annette Kern, Office Administrator - ext. 17 

 

MAY MESSENGER  
DEADLINE IS  
APRIL 8, 2011  

INTERIM PASTOR UPDATE 
The Council is pleased to report that St. Luke's has employed 

the Rev. Dr. George J. Koch, Jr. as Interim Lead Pastor.    

Pastor Koch is currently serving out his term as Interim Lead 

Pastor for Ebenezer Lutheran Church in Chicago and will 

begin his service for St. Luke's on May 1, 2011.   Over the 

past seven years, Pastor Koch has served as Interim Pastor 

for several congregations in the Chicago area. Prior to that, 

Pastor Koch served as Director of Campus Ministry for 

ELCA and, for nearly 20 years, as a full time pastor of a   

congregation. Pastor Koch resides in Elmhurst with his wife.  

As his start date approaches, Council will be providing           

additional information about welcoming Pastor Koch to our 

congregation and about the interim ministry process.   



ST. LUKE’S MEMBER CARE  
 

Our sympathy to the family and friends of Joan George who 

died March 14 and Edna Von Plachecki who died March 18. 

 

MANY THANKS FROM..... 
Rene and Will Rasmussen for the beautiful flowers they 

received….Verna Peterson for the lovely altar              

flowers….Harriet Bergstrom for the love and the wonder-

ful flowers she received….Ginny Polcyn for the very cute 

valentine card….Roberta Hills for  the sweetest valentine 

card….Lou and Jim Trecker for the valentine card and the 

thoughts….Janet Hoiberg with heartfelt appreciation and 

gratitude to all for the prayers, prayer shawl, the flowers, 

notes, phone calls and delicious food she received during 

her husband, Richard’s hospitalization….Deacon J. 

Kwasigroch, the Society of St. Vincent De Paul and Our 

Lady of Grace Church for all the wonderful food their food 

pantry received….Wartburg Seminary for the generous 

monetary donation in honor of Stan and Nancy Olson. 
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MEMBER CARE MINISTRIES 
Many of the ministries formerly coordinated by Nancy Olson 

are currently being coordinated by a team of volunteers.  Our 

Human Resources Committee is in the process of creating a job 

description for the position however, the Congregation Council 

has not yet authorized posting the position.  The plan is to 

move forward now that we have a better idea on the status of 

an Interim Lead Pastor.  Please contact the following for     

questions related to these ministries: 
 

Home Visitor Coordinator – Mary Rhoton 

mrhoton@sbcglobal.net 

Prayer Chain and Prayer Shawls – BethAnn Lynch 

bethann.lynch@earthlink.net 

Spiritual Practices Team – chair of the month rotates among 

members 

Office Support for Member Care Ministries – Joanna Anderson 

(Thursday afternoons) 
 

Other ministries continue with the same contact people as when 

Nancy Olson was coordinating those ministries (Flower Deliv-

ery, Card Ministry, Women's Retreat, Splash, etc.)  If you have 

any questions about who is coordinating a particular ministry, 

please ask Member Care Cabinet Coordinator, Sara Carolan 

sara@carolans.com or Pastor Kristi Weber  

kweber@stlukespr.org  

A FAITH-FILLED TREAT 
Lutheran Woman Today (LWT) magazine offers faith-filled 

articles and Bible studies that inspire, challenge, comfort, and 

encourage. To subscribe, call 800-328-4648; a one year sub-

scription (10 issues) is just $12. Find LWT online at 

www.lutheranwomantoday.org. 

LARSON LUNCHEON 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the luncheon for the 

Larson’s a success.  A special thank you to all the cooks: Kathy 

Figler, Cindy Nommensen, Paul Greenslade, Heather O’Reilly, 

Nancy Kwasigroch, and Karen Mears…..to the set up/clean up 

crew of Cheryl Ryback, Paul Greenslade, Heather O’Reilly, 

Mary Rhoton, Craig Moen, Chris Figler, Jennifer Pease, Cindy 

and John Nommensen, Sue and Jeff Greve, Lara Miller, Karen 

and Gerry Mears, Kathy and Todd Raeder, Nancy and Joel 

Kwasigroch, Kyle Cartwright, Joanna Anderson, Iris            

Henderson and Sue McDonald.    

Several folks have asked for the recipe for the hot dish….see 

page 11if you are interested. 

LENTEN COW SCHEDULE 
 

 
The following schedule is in effect for  

April 6 &13: 
 

12:00 noon Worship Service 
4:30 - 5:10 pm Cherub Choir 
4:45 - 5:30 pm Drama Group (7th and 8th grade) 
5:15 - 6:15 pm Junior Choir 
5:15 - 6:30 pm Meal 
5:30 - 6:15 pm Confirmation Class 
5:45 - 6:45 pm Invitation to Prayer 
6:45 - 7:15 pm Worship Service 
7:20 - 8:00 pm Orff Ensemble 
7:20 - 8:05 pm  Youth Choir 
7:20 - 8:00 pm Adult Education 
8:10 - 9:10 pm Celebration Ringers 

 
 
 
 

April 17 - Palm Sunday 
8:30 am and 11:00 am Worship 

 

April 18 - Seder Meal 
Seder Meal at 6:00 pm 

 

April 21 - Maundy Thursday 
11:00 am and 7:00 pm Worship 

 

April 22 - Good Friday 
12:00 pm and 7:30 pm Worship 

 

April 23 - Easter Vigil 
7:30 Worship 

 

April 24 - Easter Sunday 
8:30 am and 11:00 am Worship 

HOLY WEEK  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE  



 

  

FEBRUARY – FINANCIAL UPDATE –  FEBRUARY 28 
The following information is shared: 

 Total Income for the Spending Plan   $110,648.24 

Total Expenses – Spending Plan    $131,696.07 

Expenses exceeds Income                    (- $21,047.83) 

Spending Plan over spent (snow removal)                  $   5,766.89 

Offerings from Pledges not received    $    9,002.00   

OTHER INCOME: 

World Hunger         $   3,988.75 

Growing in Faith Building Fund      $ 24,839.00 

Let Your Light Shine       $   1,000.00 

Beyond Our Walls: Mount of Olives-$311.00; Early Childhood Scholarship Fund-$191.00. 

 

COMMENTS:    
We are using the operating cash flow reserve to cover the deficit. The average offering needed each week in 2011 is $11,317.00.  

As we enter 2011 our expenses will be greater because of new operation expenses, the costs of snow removal and the increased 

costs of natural gas and other utility expenses.   

Those members who normally give at the end of the year are requested to make their contributions on at least a quarterly basis, so 

that we can meet the ministry expenses.  

Contributions to the Building Fund (GIF) have dropped over a year ago because many have already paid their pledge commitment 

in full.  Three months remain in the GIF pledge period. Members are encouraged to continue to contribute to the building fund as 

we begin mortgage payments on April 1, 2011. Your GIF contribution will be the source from which the monthly mortgage        

payment of $18,431 will be made. Your continued faithfulness in completing your pledge is vital as we make this transition to 

mortgage payments. 
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COUNCIL REPORT 

 

Approved financial reports, subject to   

financial review, received from the Finan-

cial Secretary. Received reports from other 

leadership teams and staff for considera-

tion. 

 After meeting and engaging in conversa-

tion with Pastor George Koch, approved 

recommendation from interim search 

team to enter into an interim ministry 

covenant for Interim Lead Pastor subject 

to results of negotiations with Human 

Resources and the Financial Manage-

ment Team. 

 Approved recommendations from FMT: 

 On behalf of Outreach and Commu-

nity Service Cabinet to host April 13 

COW dinner with receipts being  

designated to the ELCA World    

Hunger Appeal. 

 To adopt the 2011 fund raising      

calendar as presented. 

 To designate the Kenealy Memorial 

for transition expenses of the Lead 

Pastor Call Committee and moving  

 

 

 

expenses for the same, with any 

remaining balance going back to the 

Memorial and Special Gifts fund for 

other uses. 

 To reimburse the Church Building 

Fund in the amount of $5,437 and 

taken from the Major Repairs dedi-

cated account for expenses on work 

that should have been drawn the 

Operating Fund. 

 To make a contribution to the 

“restricted account” in the amount 

of $2,728 from the Operating Fund 

Contingency Fund for computer lab 

equipment, and if other funds are 

received or identified, to reimburse 

the Contingency Fund for same. 

 To establish a “restricted account” 

in the Building Fund in the amount 

of $8,381 to cover invoicing for 

expenses not yet received for the 

building project. 

 To commend the 2012 ministries 

planning development document to 

cabinets and other leadership teams. 

 Accepted resignation from Phil    

Stavrides, from council and as cabinet  

 

  

 coordinator for OMC, with regret and 

profound thanks for all he has done in 

his roles on council, the cabinet and 

the church building team. 

 Approved recommendation to author-

ize votes by electronic means on   

matters that cannot be delayed until 

the next regular council meeting, with 

such votes to be ratified at the      

meeting. 

 Ratified two electronic votes: (1) to 

allow Maine South Orchestra to use 

the sanctuary and atrium for two 

chamber concerts; and (2) to allow 

wine to be served at an event for    

advance givers to the Let Your Light 

Shine campaign. 

 Approved recommendation from   

Executive Committee to appoint    

Debbie Roman to the vacant council 

position [created by Janet Hoiberg 

resignation] to serve until the next 

regular election at the annual meeting 

in 2012. 

 Approved recommendation for      

appointments to positions of cabinet 

coordinators as well as council liai-

sons to cabinets and other committees. 



 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
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PARK RIDGE CHORALE CONCERT 
 

The Park Ridge Chorale will be performing at St. Luke’s on 

Saturday, April 9 at 7:00 pm.  The concert music was       

selected from audience suggestions.  It will feature Irish and 

Italian songs, many selections by Randall Thompson, includ-

ing works from The Peaceable Kingdom, Gershwin classics, 

and songs from the broadway stage, most notably from The     

Addam’s Family.  For tickets, (before April 1 adults - $14, 

seniors - $12; at the door $16 and $14.  Children under 18 

are free) call Kyle Cartwright at 847-825-5499. 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Sunday Monday   Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

April 17 
PALM  SUNDAY 
8:30 Worship 

9:45 Education Hour  

11:00 Worship 

April 18 

 

6:00 Seder Meal 

   April 21 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

11:00 am Worship 

12:00 Luncheon 

7:00 pm Worship with 

        First Communion 

April 22 
GOOD FRIDAY 

12:00 pm  Worship 

  

7:30 pm Worship 

April 23 
 HOLY SATURDAY 

 

 

7:30 pm Easter Vigil 

April 24 
EASTER  SUNDAY 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Fellowship 

        Brunch 

11:00 Worship 

LENTEN-EASTER OFFERING 
 

The Lenten season began on Wednesday, March 9 and contin-

ues until Easter Sunday, April 24. Lent is a season of 40 week 

days during which Christians make the journey with Christ to 

Jerusalem where he will be rejected, mocked, betrayed, tried 

and put to death. During the journey we reflect on the mean-

ing of God’s action in Christ and its benefit to the world and 

to each one of us. In addition as followers of Christ we are 

called to the disciplines of prayer, alms giving and fasting. On 

Easter Sunday we celebrate the power and love of God in the 

resurrection of Jesus. God’s love and power     prevail over 

the power of sin, death and evil. In addition God reveals the 

“more to come” of life in the resurrection. 
 

Each year we receive “seasonal offerings” to supply financial 

resources for the ongoing ministries of the congregation. 

$20.00 of every $100.00 contributed to St. Luke’s goes to 

support ministries outside the congregation. These include 

many ministries that directly assist people in need and support 

agencies that provide services in a most effective way.  

This year we have a goal of receiving $18,000 through the 

Lenten-Easter offerings.  
 

Please contribute your offerings using the Lenten offering 

envelopes and the special Easter Sunday envelope that are in 

the offering envelope boxes. You may also use a “pew” enve-

lope and designate it for the “Lenten-Easter offering.”  

FIRST TUESDAY MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday¸ April 5th.  Our Chefs 

will be the two “Swedes”, Carl Blomgren and Art Johnson.  

They will prepare our usual breakfast of: orange juice,      

pancakes, sausage and our great “Lutheran Coffee”.  While 

we eat, we can engage in lively conversation. 
 

After breakfast we will hear from our guest speaker, Milton 

Nelson, retired Maine South History Teacher.  He will fill us 

in on some interesting facts about the evolution of Chicago 

and the surrounding area. 
 

Ask some of your friends to come along.  All men are      

welcome.  (They don’t have to be members of St. Luke’s.) 
       

If anyone needs a ride to church, call: Howie Thorsson at 

847/698-0152 or Don Rusch at 847/825-3673.  See you all 

then! 

BLOOD DRIVE SUCCESS 
 

The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank the con-

gregation for its great support in regards to the Blood Drive 

on March 15. This was the first year we tried to do things 

online and we think it worked out okay.   A special thanks to 

Jean Igoe who headed up this project. There were 29 people 

who tried to give blood and 20 were accepted with 5 giving 

double. This could make a vital difference in people's lives. 

Thank you again and  see you next year.  

 
GIVING TO GOD - BOOK DISCUSSION 
 

Giving to God:  

The Bible’s Good News about Living a Generous Life 

By, Mark Allan Powell 

 

Sundays April 3, 10 and 17 

9:45 am - 10:45 am 

 

copies of book are available in the St. Luke’s library. 

 

It won’t take long to read the words, but the ideas about the 

connection of faith and finances will remain with you long 

after you put the book down. 
 

All are welcome at this discussion led by members of St. 

Luke’s stewardship team. 
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           Global COW Dinner 

Wednesday, April 13 

              5:15 to 6:30 p.m.  

         Henderson Hall 
 
Why not join together for a meal and help fight hunger at the same time?  Come and sample food from the Middle East, Africa, the 

U.S., Asia, and Latin America, while learning interesting facts about world hunger.  Home cooked dishes from around the world will 

be provided by the Global Links team, including peanut butter and jelly for those who may be less adventurous.  Your purchase 

price for your dinner ticket will be donated to ELCA World Hunger.   Bring along a friend…and your appetite! 

 

 
“MORPHINE BOOM” IN TANZANIA – BREAKTHROUGH NEWS FROM DR. HARTWIG 
Since beginning our palliative care work here in 2004, despite steady work and advocacy, we have been unable to gain access to oral 

morphine as a key drug to treat cancer pain in our rural hospitals.  While our teams have done well enough with the medications they 

have, many patients have suffered because we’ve not been able to have such a critical medicine.   

Recently that all changed.  Dr. Joseph Mwakilulele, director of one of our rural hospitals, called us while we were on the road on a 

site visit to announce he had just left the capital city with a supply of oral morphine.  We were thrilled!  It was a huge effort on his 

part, and seemed to give us a certain window of opportunity.  Carefully worded thank-you’s got us more response than we had 

hoped for.  The director of the Tanzanian Food and Drug Authority (TPCA) asked the coordinator for Tanzania Palliative Care As-

sociation to come to his office with any other applications.  Miraculously, in three days there were 12 further applications with the 

requisite photos and signatures collected and presented to TPCA. By last week, 13 hospitals were given certificates of permission to 

stock this drug!  Dr. Msemo Diwani of the cancer institute in Dar es Salaam made a teaching week immediately available for each 

hospital team.   

In the world of hospice and palliative care, this is a memorable breakthrough, to put it mildly.   That it would happen because of 

such a collective effort of Tanzanian professionals is very, very impressive.  It is a true gift of mercy. 

Kristopher and Rebecca Hartwig 

 

              

 

    

   ELCA Glocal Mission Gathering at St. Luke’s 

 

Friday, May 6, 2011 – 2:00 PM – 8:30 PM 

Saturday, May 7, 2011 – 8:00 AM – 2:30 PM 

 

Registration: $35 

 

Equipping Us for God’s Work in Today’s Global and Local Realities 

 

Join participants from congregations across Metro Chicago Synod for worship, music, and skill-building workshops: 

 Mission 101 

       Short Term Mission 

            Stewardship 

                Social Action 

                    Cross-generational Engagement      

                        Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services 

                             New and Renewing Congregations 

                                  Music and Mission 

 

Register at www.elca.org/glocal or see a member of the Global Links Team. 

OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
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LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE ON APRIL 10 
What do you love about our new building? Here are some of the comments heard in the Atrium recently:  

 “I love the restrooms and the accessible space.” 

 “The updating of the gym and new elevator gives useful space for all ages and abilities to socialize together in one 

place.” 

 “I look forward to all the opportunities to serve the community, local and abroad, in our updated church.”  

 “I hope that our enthusiasm continues both spiritually and financially, so we can complete some of the unfinished  

areas such as the kitchen.” 
 

What is your greatest hope for the future of St. Luke’s? Our Kairos consultant, Pastor David Misenheimer, asked this      

question last fall. He summarized our answers in one word: Growth. We hope for numerical growth in membership as well as 

spiritual growth among members. We hope that we will grow our ministry with and in the community. We hope for a deeper 

level of involvement in our ministry by a greater number of our members. 

This is an exciting time in the history of our congregation. You can be part of this growth by making a commitment to our 

second three-year capital campaign to help pay for our new building. Bring your commitment card to worship (or mail to the 

church office) on Sunday, April 10. We need every member to participate. Additional commitment cards are available at 

church. 

The size of your gift is not as important as your promise to “let your light shine” through the mission and ministry of St. 

Luke’s.  Prayerfully consider how Jesus is calling you to let your light shine so that in all things God may be glorified. See 

you April 10th! 

 

 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 
 Giving Guide  

 

This three-year campaign will include contributions over and above what is currently being given 

in order to secure the finances required to meet our goals. 
 

Please study carefully this Giving Guide. Place yourself within the scale of gifts, then pray and reflect on how much you will 

grow from that point, motivated by joyous response to God’s blessings in your life. 

 

 

          “...and God is able to    

#of Gifts Needed  Weekly             Yearly        3 Year Total  
         provide you with every 

 

 2 $320 wk  $16,666 yr $50,000  over 3 years blessing in abundance 

 

 6 $155 wk  $  8,000 yr $24,000   so that you may always 

 

6  $135 wk  $  7,000 yr $21,000   have enough of every- 

7  

 6 $115 wk  $  6,000 yr $18,000   thing and may provide in 

 

 10 $  96 wk  $5,000 yr $15,000   abundance for every good  

 

 10 $  77 wk  $4,000 yr $12,000   work.”  

 

 15 $  64 wk  $3,333 yr $10,000    2 Corinthians 9:8 

 

 15 $ 58 wk  $3,000yr  $  9,000   

         

 20 $50  $2600       7,800   Prayerfully consider what 

 

30 $40  $2080       6,240   you can and will give  

  

50  $30  $1560      4,680   as a faith-filled response 

   

 75 $20  $1040      3,120   to God’s grace as a 

  

 Many up to $20      part of your personal growth. 

 

Let your light shine through your joy of giving 
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BUILDING PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT - APRIL 2011 
 

The building project passed a major milestone on March 9th when our construction loan was converted into a mortgage.  

Our first mortgage payment will be due on April 1st. 
 

Those of you who follow the numbers will be interested in knowing that the final mortgage number came in under the 

authorized $2.9 million limit by $49,500.  Likewise we also came in approximately $53,500 under the guaranteed maxi-

mum price quoted by our general contractor. Some of you are probably now wondering why we didn’t go ahead and finish 

your favorite project with that extra money.  The reason is the cap imposed by the third constraint on the project, its total 

cost.  The congregational meeting that authorized the construction project back in August 2009 established a maximum 

cost of $3.8 million for the project.  We were required by our mortgage lender to set aside $70,000 immediately to cover 

the cost of the second capital campaign, which left the construction project limit at $3.73 million.  We came in under that 

number also, but only by a few hundred dollars. 
 

Does the conversion to the mortgage mean that all of the work is now finished?  No, there are still a few things that the 

contractors need to do to complete their “punch list” and there are some things that will be done after the weather turns 

warmer.  The custom furniture that was described in last summer’s gifting guide is currently being built, but has not yet 

been delivered.  The alley door has yet to be connected to the new security system and the landscaping and exterior light-

ing on the Cedar Street side of the building will be coming in the spring.  We also are planning to make some aesthetic 

improvements to the ductwork and roof dormer that leads from the roof top air conditioning unit into the fellowship hall, 

once the city reviews and approves our plans.  The costs for all of this unfinished work is included within the numbers 

cited earlier, assuming that we do not encounter any major surprises along the way. 
 

What about the other things around the building that are still unfinished?  While we were able to accomplish much more 

than we dared hope back in August 2009, there are still some major unfinished areas in the building.  If we are to finish 

them, we need to find new sources of money.  Some things, such as kitchen equipment, can be completed on a piecemeal 

basis, but the completion of the unfinished areas on the upper and lower levels of the new building will be large projects 

and will require substantial amounts of new funding.  Of course, our emphasis for the moment is funding to support the 

mortgage payments.  So now we all need to focus upon our pledges to the “Let Your Light Shine” capital campaign and 

leave our thoughts about more building projects for another day. 

 

 
 

A FEW BUILDING USE REMINDERS… 
 
Due to the increase in requests to use the building facilities we ask that you please submit ALL requests at least 

one week prior to when you would like to use the building.  You may find the Building Use Request Form on our 

website or email your request to office@stlukespr.org.  While we will try to accommodate your request, we can 

make no guarantee that space will be available for the day and time that you request.  Please remember also, that if 

you  schedule an activity, you may be asked to change the date or the room location to accommodate a church  

related event.  

 

When using the building please return the room the way you found it.  While most doors will be open prior to your 

room usage, if the door was locked, please lock it again when you are finished.  If the lights were off, please turn 

them off when you are finished.  Please return all furnishings  (tables and chairs) back to the way you found 

them.  Please remove any trash, food, supplies that you bought with you.  We currently do not have the cabinets in 

place to store any items.  At this time, do not plan on storing anything in the building. 

 

As you may or may not know, we no longer have a daily cleaning service or set up person.  Our new cleaning        

company is only here three times a week.  One of our members, Craig Moen has volunteered to do all set ups but 

that will only continue until April 1.  Most groups will be required to do their own set ups when using the building. 

 

Finally, please hang notices on the appropriate bulletin boards and do not set up any displays in the atrium until 

approved by the Arts and Decorations Committee.   

 

Call the church office if you have any questions or read the building use policy on the church website.  Thank you. 



EDUCATION FOR ADULTS 
 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT FORUM 
9:45-10:45 am   

 

April 3rd- Cardiac Symptoms: Gender Differences You Need to Know!   
Let’s have a “ heart to heart” with St. Luke’s member, Dr. Tim McCurry.  He will explain the nature of cardiac blockages 

and prevention.  He will discuss the difference in symptoms men and women get with blockages.  He will also discuss some of 

the newer diagnostic tests generally available. 
 

April 10th- Does God Really Care About Sustainability?   
One way to learn more about the nature of God is to get acquainted with His creation.  Doctoral Candidate in Atmospheric 

and Oceanic Science, Sharon Jaffe, will help us to examine a few features of our environment and discuss how they inform 

our faith and shape our life as Christians. 
 

April 17th- Palm Sunday (no Forum) 
 

April 24th- Easter Sunday (no Forum) - Come enjoy Easter Fellowship Hour 

 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
7:15-8:00 pm  (after worship) 

 

Stories From John’s Gospel 

We will take a closer look at stories from John’s Gospel that we will hear on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings     

during Lent. 
 

April 6th Mary, Martha and Lazarus, John 10 
 

April 13th The Last Supper, John 13-15 
 

April 20th Easter Week (no Bible Study) 
 

April 27th  at 7:00-8:00 pm - We will begin a four-week study of Numbers 
The story of Numbers begins with organizing the people by counting those who can serve as soldiers to defend the people.  

This is how Numbers got its name.  Mostly, Numbers is the story of a journey full of unexpected events that happen as the 

Israelites move from place to place in the desert wilderness as they make their way toward the promised land of Canaan.  

 

 

All are welcome to both Sunday and Wednesday events! 
  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

LIBRARY NOTES 

 
The Library Team is again sponsoring an Adopt-a-Book Sale to enhance our shelves and provide the newest and 

best resources for our members.  The sale will be held Sundays, May 1 and May 8, before and after worship        

services.    It’s an opportunity to honor or memorialize a loved one or celebrate a special occasion, while at the same 

time, making a donation to the library for all to enjoy.  Look for us in Spangler Room! 

 

Come and browse our Lent and Easter collection.  There are books for all ages, from board books for the littlest 

members, such as Someone Very Special, several books for elementary school children, such as The Legend of the 

Easter Egg and the beautiful The Very First Easter, to the adult classics, such as The Martin Luther Easter Book, and 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s The Mystery of Easter. 

 

Remember the Library is open on Wednesdays from 5:45-6:45 as a place of serenity for prayer and silent reflection. 
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EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH and FAMILIES 
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6th Grade Confirmation Orientation 
This year in lieu of a Confirmation Orientation meeting for current 6th graders and their families we will be hosting 

a few barbeques at members home so that students and parents can informally find out about our program as well 

as spend some time in fellowship.  Look for an e-mail this month announcing the dates and locations of the barbe-

ques.  All families interested in starting the Confirmation program during the 2011-2012 school year should plan 

on attending one of these dinners. 

7th Grade Retreat 
This year we are ADDING a 7th Grade Retreat to our Spring LOMC retreat schedule.  We spend the weekend in 

fellowship with one another and God’s creation.  We will also develop a creative way for the class to participate in 

the Let Your Light Shine Capital Campaign and then present our idea on a fun poster board on commitment      

Sunday.  E-mails with info, permission slips, and deadlines have already gone out.  This retreat will be held April  

8 – 10. 

8th Grade Retreat 
 

All 8th grade Confirmation students are invited to a retreat at LOMC April 29 – May 1.  Much of 

our time together will be spent preparing for Confirmation Sunday.  We will also have time for 

fellowship, worship, hiking, games, and movies.  More detailed information and a permission slip 

will be e-mailed.  Check your inbox for a permission slip and RSVP deadline. 

Good Friday Mini Camp 
Melinda Hoiland and Jeannine Oakes are excited to lead another Good Friday Mini Camp for children in 1st – 5th 

grade.  E-mails will go out at the beginning of the month with registration information.  This will be a free camp 

this year.   

       MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

6th Grade Retreat 
All 6th graders are invited to an overnight retreat at LOMC May 6 - 7.  This retreat is purely social and entirely just 

for fun!!  Of course, doing some Bible stuff is fun too right?  Like, Bible drills?  We will have lots of games, team 

building exercises, and ice breakers to help the group get to know one another better.  More detailed information 

and a permission slip will be e-mailed.  Check your inbox for a permission slip and RSVP deadline. 

Passover Seder Meal 
St. Luke’s will celebrate the Passover Seder Meal again this year on Monday April 18 from 6pm – 8pm in         

Henderson Hall.  During the meal we will read from the Haggadah and tell the story of the Exodus through word, 

drama, and symbolic foods.  Dinner will be catered at COW prices.  At the end of the meal children will be invited 

to participate in a scavenger hunt and there may be a fun, surprise activity for adults while the children search for 

Afikoman.  Please RSVP by April 10; payment will be taken at the door. 

Sunday, April 10 Commitment Sunday 
Sunday School presentation of items for refugee families. 

Communion Classes 
Children in 4th and 5th grades and their parents had their first class (or refresher class for those already commun-

ing) in March.  The second classes will be April 14 & 16.  Children younger than 3rd grade are invited to join 

their parents and Pastor Weber for a one session early communion class Tuesday, April 5, 5:00 - 6:45 pm.  Please 

contact Pastor Weber at kweber@stlukespr.org if you are interested in participating with your child in either the 

early or 4th/5th grade communion classes. 
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EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH and FAMILIES 
 

 

30 Hour Famine 
High Schoolers are invited to participate in a 30 Hour Famine.  Youth will begin fasting on Good Friday at 3pm and 

will break fast together with a feast after the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday.  We will meet Saturday morning for a 

day of activities and games plus the making of our Easter Message!  After our feast Saturday night we will set up the 

Easter Message.   

 

 

High School Summer Mission Trip 
Our high schoolers will be participating in a cultural immersion program through Lutherans Outdoors in South    

Dakota.  They will spend a week on Pine Ridge Reservation to learn about Lakota culture and spirituality.  In return 

they will do some small maintenance projects on the reservation, cook and worship together each day, and lead a 

daily game time for the children in the community.  The dates for this trip are July 23-30.  We will leave on the 23rd 

and stay over night in Sioux Falls.  Then we will be on the reservation July 24-29 and stay overnight again in Sioux 

Falls on the 29th.  Deadline to RSVP and pay a $150 deposit to participate in this trip is April 6.  This trip is limited 

to 12 youth.  Spots will go on a first come first serve basis.   

 

 

High School Youth Place 2nd in Dodgeball Tournament! 
St. Luke’s High School youth placed 2nd in an area ELCA Dodgeball Tournament.  The tournament was a fundraiser 

for ELCA World Hunger Appeal.  The St. Luke’s Team decided to purchase a goat with their tournament registra-

tion fee.  The team won really cool water bottles that remind them that 1.1 billion people have limited access to 

clean water worldwide.  Nice job St. Luke’s! 

 

 

 

  
Several people have asked for the hotdish recipe served at the Larson farewell luncheon  

so here it is: 

 

 CRUNCHY CHICKEN SUPREME 
2 C. cooked rice 

2 C. cooked chicken or turkey 

1 C. cooked celery 

1 can chopped water chestnuts 

1 small jar pimento 

1/2 tsp salt 

1 tsp lemon juice 

2 tsp minced onion (can substitute dry) 

1 can cream of chicken soup 

3/4 C. mayonnaise 

 

Mix ingredients together and put in casserole dish.  Cover with buttered corn flakes.  Bake at 350 

degree for 30-40 minutes. 

Easter Message 
Whose lawn will the Easter Message appear on?!  During Holy Week, Junior and Senior high youth will prepare a 

large yard message proclaiming Christ’s resurrection late in the night on Holy Saturday.   Make sure to cast your 

vote for who should receive the message by looking for a youth wearing bunny ears to cast your vote.  



 

WORSHIP and MUSIC 
 

Choir service schedule for April 2011: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mid-week Lenten Worship Services – April 6 & 13 
+ 12:00-12:35 p.m. - Prayer service beginning with an extended prelude (10-15 minutes), including song, prayer, and 

psalms. All are welcome! 

+ 6:45-7:15 p.m. - Evening Prayer service led by the children’s and youth choirs, including song, prayer, and the 

Lenten gospel stories. All are welcome! 

 

 

Good Friday Noon Service, April 22 
St. Luke’s will host a service of music and meditation at 12:00 noon on Good Friday, April 22. The Seven Last Words 

of Christ by Franz Joseph Haydn will be performed by the Chicago Philharmonic Chamber Players string quartet. This 

is a unique opportunity for anyone living or working in the community to join us for a mid-day, lunch hour service on 

one of the most solemn days in the Christian church year.  

 

 

Camp Allegro Music Camp is set for June 13-17, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon at St. Luke’s for children entering 

kindergarten through 6th grade. We’ll be “Trekking through Europe” and having lots of fun along the way. Registra-

tions are being taken online at www.stlukespr.org. Please contact Melinda Hoiland, melinda.hoiland@comcast.net or 

(847-384-9375) with questions or if you’d like to help.  
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Sunday 

April 3 

Lent 4 8:30 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

11:00 

Youth 

Sunday 

April 10 

Lent 5 8:30 a.m. 

Flute Choir 

11:00 

Flute Choir, Chancel  

Sunday 

April 17 

Palm/Passion 

Sunday 

8:30 a.m.  Cherub, Junior, 

Celebration Ringers 

11:00 a.m.   Chancel,  

Celebration Ringers 

Thursday 

April 21 

Maundy  

Thursday 

11:00 a.m. 

Solo/ensemble 

7:00 p.m. First Communion 

Junior, Sanctuary 

Friday 

April 22 

Good Friday 12:00 noon  Haydn’s “Seven 

Last Words” 

7:30 p.m.  

Chancel 

Saturday 

April 23 

Easter Vigil  7:30 p.m.  

Youth  

Sunday 

April 24 

Easter Sunday 8:30 a.m.     Sanctuary,      

Chancel, Orchestra  

11:00 a.m.   Sanctuary,  

Chancel, Orchestra  

Sunday  

May 1 

Easter 2 8:30 a.m.    Cherub, Junior, 

Orff Ensemble 

11:00 a.m.   Youth,  

Orff Ensemble 



 

WORSHIP IN APRIL 
  
 
Pastor Weber and a team of guest preachers are sharing the preaching and presiding responsibilities until our 
new Interim Lead Pastor begins May 1.  Scripture readings for the coming Sundays and Wednesdays are listed 
below. 
 
 
 

April 3 - Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Man Born Blind 

I Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle prays for churches in East Timor, Indonesia, Philippines  

 
 

Wednesday, April 6 – Noon – Psalm 130 
Wednesday, April 6 – 6:45 pm – John 11:1-45 

 
 

April 10 - Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Lazarus, Mary and Martha 

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle prays for churches in Japan, North Korea, South Korea, Taiwan 

 

 

Wednesday, April 13 – Noon – Psalm 116:1-2,12-19 
Wednesday, April 13 – 6:45 pm – John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 
 

April 17 - Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday 
Liturgy of the Palms:  Matthew 21:1-11 

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 
The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle prays for churches in Djibouti, Somalia 

 
 

 

Thursday, April 21 - Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; I Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
  
 

Friday, April 22 - Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 ; Psalm 22; Hebrews 10:16-25 or 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 18:1 – 19:42 

  
 

Saturday, April 23 - The Easter Vigil 
Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a  (Creation);  Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 (Flood);  Genesis 22:1-18 (Testing of 

Abraham); Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21  (Red Sea); Isaiah 55:1-11 (Salvation freely offered to all); 
Romans 6:3-11; John 20:1-18 

 
 

April 24 - Easter Day + The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10 
The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle prays for churches in Eritrea, Ethiopia 
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LOOKING FOR HELP? 
 

Who is responsible for what areas of ministry after Pastor Larson leaves and before an Interim Lead Pastor arrives? 
 

St. Luke's ministries are led by many volunteers and staff who work to carry out the mission and vision of our congregation.  

In many cases, the ministries continue to be led by the same people as prior to Pastor Larson's departure.  In some cases, 

there are new faces and voices.  If you are unsure about who is responsible for a particular ministry, don't wonder, please 

ask.   
 

The following list is not exhaustive, but provides a guide for who to call.  If you still aren't sure, contact the church office 

847-825-6659 or office@stlukespr.org and you will be pointed in the right direction. 

 

Council Members 

Irene Jinks, Congregation President  Todd Raeder  

Kyle Cartwright, Vice President  Phil Stavrides  

Joe Pomilia, Secretary  Janet Wasilewski  

Jerry Gudukas , Treasurer One position open due to resignation of Janet Hoiberg 

Jason Burrows  Jenny Calahan, youth member 

Nikole Dolson  Kelly McCurry, youth member 

David Duffy  Pastor Kristi Weber, Associate Pastor  

Joel Kwasigroch  Pastor Mac Minnick, Financial Management Team Leader 

Lynda Minnick  Interim Lead Pastor will also serve as an ex officio member of the council 

 

 

Main Office Hours:  Monday through Friday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm   

Dial 847-825-6659, use the extensions listed to leave a voice mail message 

Pastor Kristi Weber Sunday to Thursday -  at St. Luke's or with visits and appointments 

Associate Pastor  Friday – Day Off 

(Acting Lead Pastor) Saturday – visits and appointments as needed 

kweber@stlukespr.org   x12 
 

Anne Krentz Organ Sunday, Tuesday to Thursday – at St. Luke's 

Director of   Monday, Saturday – Day Off 

Music Ministries Friday – working from home 

akorgan@stlukespr.org  x14 
 

Jeannine Oakes  Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday afternoon, Friday – at St. Luke's 

Director of  Monday and Thursday afternoons – available by phone/email 

Children, Youth Saturday – Day Off 

& Family Ministries Monday and Thursday mornings –in class at McCormick Seminary 

joakes@stlukespr.org  x16 
 

Jeanne Rice  Monday morning, Tuesday to Friday – at St. Luke's 

Parish Coordinator Saturday, Sunday – Day Off 

jrice@stlukespr.org    x10 
 

Melinda Hoiland Sunday, Wednesday afternoon – at St. Luke's 

Director of   Saturday – Day Off 

Children's Music Monday to Friday – substitute teaching, available by phone/email 

(part time) 

melinda.hoiland@comcast.net  x15 
 

Annette Kern  Monday and Tuesday – at St. Luke's 

Administrative  Wednesday to Sunday – not scheduled to work at St. Luke's 

Assistant 

(part time) 

parishnotes@stlukespr.org  x17 
 

Pastor Mac Minnick Available for counseling and home visits as needed 

Pastor Emeritus 

(retired) 

macminnick@sbcglobal.net  



 

 

 

Who is that voice on the phone? 
 

In the office we have volunteers answering the phones and assisting with a variety of tasks.  In general this is the person 

you may hear or meet on the following days: 

Monday afternoon: Iris Henderson 

Wednesday morning: Iris Olsson 

Thursday morning: Dorothy Hendee 

Thursday afternoon: Joanna Anderson 

Friday afternoon: Iris Henderson 

Days that vary: Debbie Roman 

 

Cabinet Coordinators 

Kathy Raeder – Congregational Life 

Jo Ellen Krantz – Education and Learning 

Sara Carolan – Member Care 

Phil Stavrides – Operations and Management 

Anne Thompson – Outreach and Community Service 

BethAnn Lynch (interim) – Worship and Music 

 

Financial Management Team 

Jerry Gudukas – Treasurer 

Betty Weber – Assistant Treasurer 

Don Nelson – Financial Secretary 

Art Johnson – Recording Financial Secretary 

Janet Hoiberg – Member at Large 

Joe Pomilia – Member at Large 

Pastor Mac Minnick – Financial Management Team Leader 

 

Human Resources Committee 

Nikole Dolson, council representative 

Heather O'Reilly 

Dean Peterson 

Lee Schafer 

Paula Zawojski 

 

Interim Search Committee 

Irene Jinks, current congregation president Lee Schafer, member Human Resources committee 

Gerry Mears, past congregation president Kim Schaeffer, member Worship and Music committee 

John English, past congregation president 

 

 

Who will come visit me in the hospital? 
 

During this time prior to the arrival of an interim pastor, we are retaining a team of three people who will make regular 

visits to members who are hospitalized or in short term rehab following a hospitalization. (This responsibility was previ-

ously shared by Pastor Stephen Larson, Pastor Kristi Weber and Member Care Coordinator Nancy Olson.) Please       

remember, you need to let the church office know you are or will be hospitalized.  We won't know unless you tell 

us.  HIPPA laws prohibit the hospitals from calling us without your permission. 

 

Pastor Kristi Weber, Pastor Paul Stone, and Julie Russell will share the responsibility for visiting members who are hospi-

talized or who request a visit during a time of illness or recovery.  When our new interim pastor arrives, he or she will 

also make visits and the team of visitors may change.  Pastor Mac Minnick makes many phone contacts with members 

and is available for visits to members in care institutions upon request. 

 

 



 

 

THANK YOU FROM THE LARSONS IN SWITZERLAND 
 

Dear St Lukians 
 

Last month, when I wrote a thank you note for the February 27th Parish Notes, I was writing from a brand new church 

building addition and a brand new pastor's office at 205 North Prospect Avenue in Park Ridge. 

 

As I write this thank you message for the April Messenger, I am writing from a 249 year old church building and my 

former pastor's office at the Lutheran Church in Geneva located on the Place Bourg-de-Four, which has been a public 

square in Geneva since the Roman armies wandered through town 2,000 years ago. 

 

Rebecca and I write to thank you all so very much for the lavish and festive Farewell Sunday we celebrated at St. 

Luke's on February 20.  

 

 Thank you for that Sunday which was a time for stories and memories, hugs and handshakes, tears and laughter.  

 Thank you all for the conversations during that Sunday's coffee hour in the atrium.  

 Thank you for the Godspeed blessings with choral benedictions at both services.  

 Thank you for the delicious feast in Henderson Hall.  

 Thank you for the program during the meal with the greetings, stories from the Call Committee of 2001 - 2003, the 

 Bottle Band appointment as "Deputy General Secretary of Friends of the Bottle Band", the frozen turkey from the 

 Social Ministry Committee and the astonishingly generous gift from the entire congregation that Congregational 

 President, Irene Jinks, presented to us. 

 Thank you for all the cards with their kind and gracious words.  
  

In short, thank you for being St. Luke's which is such an amazing, wonderful congregational family community.  

 

Thank you most especially for the privilege of serving as one of your pastors for nearly eight years, for the grace-full 

ways in which you first welcomed us into the congregation and the many ways you opened your hearts, your hopes and 

your lives.   St Luke's is indelibly inscribed on our hearts as a beloved congregation and community.   

 

We profoundly miss you all already! 

 

Many have emailed to ask us how we are doing. 

 

After the Farewell Sunday, our final days in Park Ridge were a scramble to get our house sold, our belongings sorted 

and packed, shipped and stored  and our selves ready for the journey.  

 Sunday, February 27, we drove a rental SUV loaded with furniture and boxes to Toronto; had dinner with Lance; 

 picked up Katie at the Toronto airport at 10pm; had a quick visit; stayed overnight in their new home; and drove 

 back to Chicago on Monday. 

 Tuesday through Thursday we met with lawyers about our wills and powers of attorney as well as to finalize the 

 sale and closing of our house in our absence; we arranged for a moving sale of items at our home; we helped the 

 packers who came to put belongings into storage; we had farewell visits over coffee; worked to get my office and 

 files ready for an interim pastor; sold our cars and rented another; submitted forwarding addresses to the post office 

 for our household -- 3 of us in care of Geneva and 1 of us in care of Toronto. 

 I attended several "last meetings" with staff, cabinets and committees. 

 With all our beds and bedding shipped or stored, Wednesday and Thursday nights we were at a hotel for a few 

 hours of sleep. 

 Friday morning we scrambled right up to the minute that our rides arrived to take us and several suitcases to 

 O'Hare. 
 

 



 

That Friday, March 4, we flew from Chicago to Washington, D.C. where we caught an evening direct flight to     

Geneva.  Saturday morning colleague friends from the Lutheran World Federation and World Council of Churches 

met us at the airport and transported us to our temporary home -- a small studio apartment on avenue Secheron near 

the United Nations buildings and the lake.  That evening those same friends hosted us for a cheese fondue supper in 

their home. 

 

Sunday morning we attended worship on Transfiguration Sunday at the Lutheran Church of Geneva -- but we were 

thinking about worship at St Luke's and the launch of the Let Your Light Shine capital campaign, with Pastor Kristi 

presiding and Janet Hoiberg preaching and Greg Wangerin speaking at the Adult Forum about the Beyond our Walls 

project of Refugee One.   

 

We also worshiped at the Lutheran Church of Geneva on Ash Wednesday evening and again yesterday on the First 

Sunday in Lent.  On each occasion we were greeted by many old(er) familiar friends and met many new folk.  I met 

22-year old twins, Natalie and Alexandra, recent grads of Marquette and UW-Madison whom I had baptized as in-

fants two decades earlier.  I sat next to a South African diplomat to the United Nations who I thought was still a 

member of the Lutheran Church, but it turned out he was back in town for meetings and just visiting that Sunday.   He 

thought I was also just back in town on a visit.   

 

There are many Japanese members of the Lutheran Church of Geneva.  They and the entire congregation,  along with 

the rest of the world, have been stunned and astonished by the devastation from the earthquake and tsunami.  They 

immediately joined the appeals for help and aid relief -- as I know St. Luke's and the entire ELCA has as well. 

 

Rebecca began her work with the ACT Alliance on March 7, beginning an intensive two week, meet and greet orien-

tation time with her very international staff -- 18 staff from 17 different nations.  She is working once again at the 

Ecumenical Centre where she worked for 14 years with the WCC and LWF.  There, too, we encountered many famil-

iar faces and met new folk. 

 

We are still in the quest for a more permanent apartment home.  We are shocked at the cost of living in this city (as 

we were the first time we moved here).  But this time the US dollar is worth less than the Swiss Franc, so the prices, 

rents, costs of living are even higher.  For example, gas is $8 a gallon.    

 

We are busy with the tasks of settling in and getting used to how we are perceived.  We went to the bank to open an 

account, the youthful clerk looked at our passports, noted our birth years and said, "We have a special 60Plus account 

for older people."  We went to the American Church Library -- the only English language library in town -- to check 

on their current annual membership fee.  The librarian looked me over and said, "We have a discount membership of 

$115 per year for seniors."  And when we met with the agent from the Swiss medical insurance to sign up for their 

compulsory health insurance program, he also checked our birth year and informed us so that were too old to be eligi-

ble for supplemental health insurance, but could only get their basic plan.  Geezerhood comes earlier in Switzerland! 

 

And so does Spring -- the parks are full of crocuses and daffodils, the trees and shrubs have buds that are beginning 

to open.  The swans swim regally on the lake, the ducks scramble for crusts of stale baguette tossed their way and the 

Geneva Auto Show has just concluded. 

 

We still do not have phone numbers or a permanent mailing address.  We can be reached by email at   stephenmlar-

son@sbcglobal.net   

 

While I am no longer one of the pastors at St. Luke's, I am thankful that we are still members of St. Luke's!  We shall 

check the St. Luke's web site regularly, follow the Let Your Light Shine campaign with interest, hold you in our 

hearts and in our prayers and await the first Bottle Band tour of Europe. 

 

Grace, peace joy and profound thanks to you all!  Have a blessed Lenten Journey. 

 

Stephen and Rebecca Larson 

mailto:stephenmlarson@sbcglobal.net
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

~ LENTEN  
 

4:30 Cherub Choir 
5:00 Youth Drama  
5:15 Junior Choir 
5:30 Confirmation 
 

COW~ 
 
6:45 Orff Ensemble 
7:00 Youth Choir 
7:00 Adult Education 
 
 

  
 

 1  
 
Music Makes Community 
 
7:00 Bridge Group 
 
8:00 AA 
8:00 Al-Anon 

2  
 
Music Makes Community 

3     
Food Pantry Donations 
8:30 Worship 
9:30 CTM 
9:45 Education Hour 
9:45 Sanctuary Choir 
9:45 Book Discussion 
10:00 Flute Choir 
11:00 Worship 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
8:00 1st Tuesday Men’s 
        Breakfast 
 
5:00 Early First 
       Communion 
7:00 OMC 
7:00 Stewardship 
8:00 NA 

6   
12:00 Worship 
12:00 Afternoon Bridge 
1:00 FMT 
~LENTEN COW~ 
7:00 Adult Ed 
8:00 Celebration Ringers 
8:00 Al-Anon 

7  
9:30 Bible Study 
10:45 CTM 
1:00 Rachel Circle 
7:15 Flute Choir 
7:45 Chancel Choir 
 
8:00 AA 

8   
MESSENGER DEADLINE 
 
 
7th grade retreat 
 
 
8:00 AA 
8:00 Al-Anon 

9  
8:30 Men’s Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Park Ridge Chorale 
        Concert 
 

10    
Commitment Sunday 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Education Hour 
11:00 Worship 
 
4:00 Cabinet  
        Coordinators 

11 
 
 
 
 
7:15 Global Links 
 

12 
12:30 Eunice Circle 
1:00 Joanna Circle 
 
 
 
7:30 Church Council 
 
8:00 NA 
 

13 
12:00 Worship 
1:30 Sarah Circle 
~LENTEN COW~ 
 
 
7:00 Adult Ed 
8:00 Celebration Ringers 
8:00 Al-Anon 

14  
9:30 Bible Study 
10:45 CTM 
12:30 Rachel Circle 
4:00 First Communion Class 
6:30 Music & Worship Cabinet 
7:15 Flute Choir 
7:45 Chancel Choir 
8:00 AA 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 AA 
8:00 Al-Anon 

16 
8:30 First Communion  
        Class 
 
 
 

17     
Palm Sunday 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Education Hour 
11:00 Worship 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
6:00 Seder Meal 
 

19 
 
 
 
7:00 Prayer Shawl  
7:15 Property Task Group 
7:15 Global Links 
 
8:00 NA 

20 
9:00 Ladies Workshop 
~SPECIAL COW~ 

NO COW DINNER 
 
 
 
8:00 Al-Anon 

21  MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 
9:30 Bible Study 
11:00 Worship Service 
12:00 Luncheon 
 
7:00 Worship Service  
 
8:00 AA 

22  GOOD FRIDAY 
 
10:00 Good Friday 
           Mini Camp 
 
12:00 Worship Service 
7:30 Worship Service 
8:00 AA 
8:00 Al-Anon 

23  EASTER  SATURDAY 
 
 
900 Quilters Group 
 
7:30 Easter Vigil Service 
 

24  
Easter Sunday 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Fellowship Brunch 
11:00 Worship 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
6:00 Adult Ed  
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
7:00 Education Cabinet 
7:00 Member Care Cab. 
7:00 Outreach Cabinet 
 
8:00 NA 

27 
1:00 Library Team 
 
4:30 ~COW~ 
 
 
8:00 Celebration Ringers 
8:00 Al-Anon 

28 
9:30 Bible Study 
 
 
 
7:30 Naomi Circle 
7:45 Chancel Choir 
 
8:00 AA 

29 
 
 
8th grade retreat 
 
 
 
8:00 AA 
8:00 Al-Anon 

30 
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